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Yunyao Li is a Master Inventor, Research Manager, and Research Staff 
Member with IBM Research - Almaden, where she manages the Scalable 
Natural Language Processing group. She is also a member of IBM 
Academy of Technology. Her expertise is in the interdisciplinary areas of 
databases, natural language processing, human-computer interaction, and 
information retrieval. She is a widely recognized expert in these areas both 
within IBM and in the external research community, with 40+ research 
publications and 20+ patents granted/filed in these areas. She received her 
PhD degree and master's degrees from the University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor and undergraduate degrees from Tsinghua University, Beijing, China. 

Yunyao is passionate about improving the diversity for the STEM field. She 
has been actively mentoring women and under-represented minorities for 
over ten years. She has been serving on the MentorNet Mentor-Protégé 
Council since 2013 and the External Advisory Board for the Computer 
Science Department of the San Jose State University since early 2016. She 
also has cofounded and currently leading Almaden Women's Interest 
Network Group, aiming to provide a networking forum for technical women 
in IBM Almaden Research Center, advance women in technology and 
enhance the diverse work force. 
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